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“An information graphic (infographic) is a 
visual representation of a data set or 
instructive material. An infographic takes a 
large amount of information in text or 
numerical form and then condenses it into 
a combination of images and text, allowing 
viewers to quickly grasp the essential 
insights the data contains.”

"Information Graphic (Infographic)." In Technopedia. Accessed July 9, 2016 
https://www.techopedia.com/definition/27808/information-graphic-infographic. 



Everywhere…



Workplace and life needs
Companies spent 62% of their 
2015 content marketing budget on 
infographics, up 15% from 2014.*

84% of internet communications 
will be visual by 2018**

*Content Marketing Institute. B2C Content Marketing: Benchmarks, Budgets, and Trends— North 
America. Cleveland, OH: Content Marketing Institute, 2016. Accessed May 1, 2016. 
http://contentmarketinginstitute.com/wp-content/ 
uploads/2015/10/2016_B2C_Research_Final.pdf. 

**Lopes, Marina. "Videos May Make Up 84 Percent of Internet Traffic by 2018: Cisco." Edited by 
Andre Grenon. Reuters.com. Last modified June 10, 2014. Accessed May 1, 2016. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-internet-consumers-cisco-systems-idUSKBN0EL15E20140610



 Post-secondary disciplinary 
education

 Career applications
 Civic literacy, health literacy and life-

long literacy 

Goals for teaching infographic 
evaluation



Needs…
Data literacy instruction is an unmet need 
even at the college and graduate level*

Learning analysis vs. infographic tools**

*Frank, Emily P., and Nils Pharo. "Academic Librarians in Data Information 
Literacy Instruction: A Case Study in Meteorology." Association of College 
and Research Libraries 77, no. 4 (July 2016): 536-52. Accessed July 7, 
2016. doi:10.5860.

**Carlson, Jake, and Lisa Johnston. Data Information Literacy: Librarians, Data, 
and the Education of a New Generation of Researchers. Purdue Information 
Literacy Handbooks. West Lafayette, IN: Purdue University Press, 2015. 



How do they differ…?

Poster Infographic



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:California_Map.jpg https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_California_state_symbols

California: Voting in the GOLDEN State

California has 
58 counties
The capital is 
Sacramento

.

Gold Rush Fever 
brought 
Thousands of settlers
eager to stake their
Claim starting in 1849
After discovery at 
Sutter’s Mill

Did you know… 

There are 
38,802,500 
people 
living in 
California –
more than 
Texas or 
New York

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:California_Map.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_California_state_symbols


=
Thoughtful 
visual 
argument

“...allowing viewers to quickly grasp the essential insights the data contains.”

The infographic equation…

"Information Graphic (Infographic)." In Technopedia. Accessed July 9, 2016 
https://www.techopedia.com/definition/27808/information-graphic-infographic. 



Claim (thesis) backed up with evidence
and reasoning about why the evidence 
supports the claim.

Every argument has counters: 
alternatives to the claim…. 

The key is the evidence. Unlock it with 
story. 

What is an argument? 



Argument v. Persuasion
Persuasion makes a case:

Based on the credibility, character, 
or authority of the writer

Maybe has evidence

May appeal to the audience’s self-
interest and sense of identity

Includes emotional appeal

Argument makes a case:

Based on the perceived merit and 
logic of the claims and proofs

Requires evidence

May include personal experience 
as evidence





Student work / Graphic Design Program

Lamos, Samantha. "Strong School 
Libraries Build Strong Students." 
Infographic. AASL. ALA, 2013. 
Web. 8 Dec. 2015. 
<http://www.ala.org/aasl/sites/ala.
org.aasl/files/content/aaslissues/a
dvocacy/AASL_infographic.pdf>. 
Used with permission.





“Every designer makes moral 
and intellectual choices in the 

creation of an infographic” 

-Edward Tufte

If you’re reading a design, then 
“think like a designer”

Tufte, Edward R. Beautiful Evidence. Cheshire, Conn.: Graphics Press, 2006. 



Beware of Big Beautiful “Nothings”



 Greatest number of ideas
 In the shortest time
 With the least ink
 In the smallest space

Graphical excellence means…

Show data variation not decoration
Tufte, Edward R. The Visual Display of Quantitative Information. 2nd ed. Cheshire, Conn.: 
Graphics Press, 2001.



1. Visual 

2. Content

3. Argument / Thesis

Let’s try using this. . . . .

Components of an infographic

Grais, Stuart. "Infographics: Part II." DePaul University COllege of Computing 
and Digital Media. http://facweb.cs.depaul.edu/sgrais/ 
infographics_part_ii.htm. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The following slides use the image and critique from:
Dullaert, Michael. "#Lieggrafiek Week 14: Changing Face of America." DePerfecteGrafiek.nl (blog). 
Entry posted April 1, 2015. http://deperfectegrafiek.nl/?p=226 





Legend





Students need critical thinking practice “in the 

wild” using:

• Information literacy skills to evaluate data 

and the argument

• Visual literacy skills to evaluate graphics

“Reading” an infographic



What are 
the sources
of this info?
… Thinking 
critically

Belluz, Julia. "The Truth 
about the Ice Bucket 
Challenge: Viral Memes 
Shouldn't Dictate Our 
Charitable Giving." Vox. 
Accessed August 20, 2014. 
http://www.vox.com/2014/8
/20/6040435/als-ice-
bucket-challenge-and-why-
we-give-to-charity-donate. 





Does the data match what I know?

Gleik, Peter. "'Global Warming Has Stopped'? How to Fool People Using  'Cherry-Picked' Climate Data." Forbes 
/ Energy. Last modified February 5, 2012. Accessed July 11, 2016. 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/petergleick/2012/ 02/05/  global-warming-has-stopped-how-to-fool-people-using-
cherry-picked-climate-data/ #79a2070832f1. 



Over What Period of Time?

Gleik, Peter. "'Global Warming Has Stopped'? How to Fool People Using  'Cherry-Picked' Climate Data." 
Forbes / Energy. Last modified February 5, 2012. Accessed July 11, 2016. 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/petergleick/2012/ 02/05/  global-warming-has-stopped-how-to-fool-people-
using-cherry-picked-climate-data/ #79a2070832f1. 



Gleik, Peter. "'Global Warming Has Stopped'? How to Fool People Using 'Cherry-Picked' Climate 
Data." Forbes / Energy. Last modified February 5, 2012. Accessed July 11, 2016. 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/petergleick/2012/ 02/05/ global-warming-has-stopped-how-to-
fool-people-using-cherry-picked-climate-data/ #79a2070832f1. 

Get the Whole Story



What 
argument 
is being 
made?



Original Infographic from Pew
(minus my red line and note)

Historical Data    Projected Data

Taylor, Paul. "The Next America." Pew Research Center. Last modified April 10, 2014. 
http://www.pewresearch.org/next-america/#Two-Dramas-in-Slow-Motion. 



Color confusion

Norén, Laura. "Reading, Writing, Earning: Bad GOOD Graphic." Graphic Sociology (blog). Entry 
posted April 5, 2011. https://thesocietypages.org/graphicsociology/2011/04/05/reading-writing-
earning-bad-good-graphic/. 

HS Ed

College

Income



Icons: 
Do they 

accurately 
represent the 

numbers?

Das, Abhimanyu, and Diana 
Biller. "11 Most Useless and 
Misleading Infographics on the 
Internet." Gizmodo (blog). Entry 
posted February 26, 2015. 
http://io9.gizmodo.com/11-most-
useless-and-misleading-
infographics-on-the-inte-
1688239674. 



Did 2014 contributions double 
over 2011?

"Microsoft Launches Tech Talent for 
Good as Employees Raise Record-
breaking $117 Million." Official 
Microsoft Blog. Entry posted 
February 26, 2015. 
http://blogs.microsoft.com/blog/2015
/02/26/microsoft-launches-tech-
talent-for-good-as-employees-raise-
record-breaking-117-
million/#sm.000l8aqc7lkqcto10i21dd
4pw7sx1. 



Visually the bar says 2 x 

$233M



4 ways to look at wild- Sue

Very introductory approach …”critical reading”

Send them out to do it

Students love to critique, find erros

Great way to begin discussion

CC0 Public Domain



Stories about context3



A population story… 

• End extreme poverty

• Promote shared prosperity



Beegle, Kathleen, Luc Christiaensen, Andrew Dabalen, and Isis Gaddis. Poverty in a Rising 
Africa. Washington: World Bank, 2016. http://hdl.handle.net/10986/22575. 



Brainstorm in chat…
What might influence the 
reliability of population 
data?

United States…
China…
Middle East….?



What’s the big deal, anyway  …?



May, Caroline. "93,482,000 
Americans out of Labor 
Force in March." Last 
modified April 1, 2016 
Breitbart. 
http://www.breitbart.com/big-
government/2016/04/01/934
82000-americans-workforce-
march/. 

Precision
vs.
Accuracy



Hint



US pop. = 
350 million
(“benchmark” number)

May, Caroline. "93,482,000 
Americans out of Labor 
Force in March." Last 
modified April 1, 2016 
Breitbart. 
http://www.breitbart.com/big-
government/2016/04/01/934
82000-americans-workforce-
march/. 



Story about context2

© Debbie Abilock 



Student’s context: Heuristics

Students use cognitive 
shortcuts that rely on little 
information and use less 
cognitive resources (heuristics) 
when they’re “thinking fast”

Kahneman, Daniel. Thinking, Fast and Slow. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2011. 





3000 miles

10
00

 m
ile

s
Benchmark for US area: 
1000 mi. x 3000 mi = 3,000,000 sq. miles

1000 miles x 400 miles = 400,000 sq. miles



Three stories about context

1



Student’s context: Cognitive Biases

Students make 
systematic but 
flawed decisions or 
judgments (cognitive 
biases) when they’re 
“thinking fast” 

(e.g. FEAR)



“Our analysis shows 
that tweets reporting 
unverified rumours 
spark a sudden burst of 
retweets within the very 
first minutes, showing 
that users tend to 
share early, unverified 
reports rather than later 
confirmations or 
debunks.”
Zubiaga, Arkaitz, Maria Liakata Liakata, Rob 
Procter, Geraldine Wong Sak Hoi, and Peter 
Tolmie. "Analysing How People Orient to and 
Spread Rumours in Social Media by Looking at 
Conversational Threads." PLOS One 11, no. 3 
(March 4, 2016): 1-29. 
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0150989. 

EBOLA Tweets



Fig 6. Rumor resolution delays.

H
ou

rs

Students 
over-rely on 
the first bit 
of data 
evidence 
they find

Zubiaga, Arkaitz, Maria Liakata Liakata, Rob Procter, Geraldine Wong Sak Hoi, and Peter Tolmie. 
"Analysing How People Orient to and Spread Rumours in Social Media by Looking at Conversational 
Threads." PLOS One 11, no. 3 (March 4, 2016): 1-29. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0150989. 

Anchoring Bias =



Barry, Michele. "Zika." Lecture, Stanford Law School, 
Stanford University, Palo Alto, May 17, 2016. 



Help students  
think through 
fear-based data

ScienceDaily. "New Doubts on Zika as Cause of Microcephaly.“ 
ScienceDaily. Last modified June 24, 2016. 
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/06/160624150813.htm. 

Sun, Lena H. "Zika Can Cause 
Microcephaly Even If Moms Have 
No Symptoms, Report Says." 
Washington Post, June 15, 2016. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/ne
ws/to-your-
health/wp/2016/06/15/zika-can-
cause-microcephaly-even-if-moms-
have-no-symptoms/. 



Slow thinking, bite-sized



http://noodle.to/pandemic



Were these the deadliest 
pandemics in history?



© Debbie Abilock 
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Build you own background



Which is most helpful to the 
student?

NOAA Climate.gov

NOAA Climate.gov is a source of timely and authoritative 
scientific data and information about climate. Our goals are to 
promote public understanding of climate science and climate-
related events, to make our data products and services easy to 
access and use, to provide climate-related support to the private 
sector and the Nation’s economy, and to serve people making 
climate-related decisions with tools and resources that help 
them answer specific questions.

http://www.climate.gov/
http://www.climate.gov/


Of these…?
NOAA Climate.gov is a source of timely and authoritative scientific data 
and information about climate. Our goals are to promote public 
understanding of climate science and climate-related events, to make our 
data products and services easy to access and use, to provide climate-
related support to the private sector and the Nation’s economy, and to 
serve people making climate-related decisions with tools and resources 
that help them answer specific questions.

"National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) conducts 
research and gathers data about the global oceans, atmosphere, space 
and sun, and applies this knowledge to science and service that touch the 
lives of all Americans."

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has created a 
climate portal as an attempt to organize the sources and kinds of climate 
information. It opens onto "ClimateWatch", an online magazine. Other 
tabs are "Data & Services", "Understanding Climate" and "Education“  Here 
is a good summary: About NOAA Climate Services Portal

http://www.climate.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.climate.gov/about.html
http://www.climate.gov/about.html


When I deconstructed these…
NOAA Climate.gov is a source of timely and authoritative scientific 
data and information about climate. Our goals are to promote 
public understanding of climate science and climate-related events, 
to make our data products and services easy to access and use, to 
provide climate-related support to the private sector and the 
Nation’s economy, and to serve people making climate-related 
decisions with tools and resources that help them answer specific 
questions.

"National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
conducts research and gathers data about the global oceans, 
atmosphere, space and sun, and applies this knowledge to science 
and service that touch the lives of all Americans."

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has created 
a climate portal as an attempt to organize the sources and kinds 
of climate information. It opens onto "ClimateWatch", an online 
magazine. Other tabs are "Data & Services", "Understanding 
Climate" and "Education“  Here is a good summary: About NOAA 
Climate Services Portal

Quotes 
NOAA

Original 
thinking

Unquoted NOAA
https://www.climate.gov/about

http://www.climate.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.climate.gov/about.html
http://www.climate.gov/about.html
https://www.climate.gov/about


© Debbie Abilock 



Three-part curation:
Curate, describe & evaluate

1. What’s the relevance of the data for the project?

• Primary source for data on climate in the U.S (and the world)

• Climate.gov: keyword search, browse 

• Datasets for geographic areas and types of data

2. What’s tricky?

• …but date ranges vary 

• …and the data sets are 
clunky to download

Teach this!



“These simulations show that reducing the place-based effect of obesity of students living 
(or attending school) in high obesity neighborhoods (or schools) to the level of 
observationally similar students living in (or attending school) in lower obesity 
neighborhoods (or schools) would have a meaningful if modest effect on the overall rate of 
obesity in NYC. If policies were able to reduce neighborhood (or school) effects to that of 
the median tract (school), we estimate a 1.5 to 1.7 point (or 8–12 percent) reduction in the 
obesity rate. More aggressive targets would yield greater reductions. There are two 
important caveats to keep in mind when interpreting these results, however. First, as noted 
above, even the median scenario is a rather ambitious target, requiring a 3–4 percentage 
point reduction in obesity among the highest obesity tracts (or schools). Second, students 
in NYC are unevenly distributed across neighborhoods and schools. A larger share of NYC 
students live (or attend school) in higher obesity neighborhoods (or schools) than in lower 
obesity neighborhoods (or schools). On the one hand, this means targeted, place-based 
interventions may be an efficient approach, since changing a high obesity neighborhood 
affects a larger number of students than changing a lower obesity neighborhood. On the 
other hand, lower obesity neighborhood (or school) effects may be particularly unrealistic 
targets, since they reflect a relatively smaller share of the population.”

Scientist’s writing: Dispassionate, 
present tense, conditional verbs

Elbel, Brian, Sean B. Corcoran, and Amy Ellen Schwartz. "Neighborhoods, Schools and 
Obesity: The Potential for Place-Based Approaches to Reduce Childhood Obesity." PLOS One
11, no. 6 (June 16, 2016): 1-12. doi:10.1371/ journal.pone.0157479. 



“Researchers will find significant variations in the recording of names 
for Native Americans in the census. Sometimes there are what appear 
to be names in an Indian language or the probable Indian name 
translated into English. In many cases, only a single name, either the 
given or surname, is recorded. Frequently, enumerators recorded an 
English given name without any surname or used "Indian" as a 
surname or given name. In the 1880 census, for example, there are 
924 enumerations in which the surname is "Indian" and 560 entries in 
which "Indian" is recorded as the given name with no surname.12

Occasionally, "papoose" or "squaw" is used for given names, or a 
number is used in place of the given name. One enumerator took the 
unusual step of making this note in the 1880 census: "Indians won't 
always give their names. When they do it is unsatisfactoryily [sic] 
given."

Historian’s writing: A narrative 
sequence punctuated by data

Collins, James P. "Native Americans in the Census, 1860–1890." Prologue, Summer 2006. 
http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2006/summer/indian-census.html. 

http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2006/summer/indian-census.html#nt12


I promise you teaching strategies…

1. Teach data within a discipline

2. Model “in the ballpark” benchmarking

3. Curate – a few sources. Annotate critically.



© Debbie Abilock 



Infographics: An Instructional Lens

Part 2:  

Understanding 

the story behind 

the design

https//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hand_showing_lens_demonstration.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hand_showing_lens_demonstration.jpg


Reading vs. Creating
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Mintz, Tyler. "Tracing the Food Chain from Farm to Table." In Infographic Designers' Sketchbooks, by Steven Heller and Rick 
Landers. New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 2014. Used with permission.



Student work / Health classStudent work / History class



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Time_Travel_Method-2.svg

TIMELINE



http://www.doctorwho.tv/infographic/time-lord-timelines/
Link no longer active

http://www.doctorwho.tv/infographic/time-lord-timelines/


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antimicrobial_resistance

COMPARE / CONTRAST 



Student work / health class



http://poptimist.tumblr.com/post/196108799/infographic-a-simple-decision-flow-chart-so

DECISION OR FLOW CHART MODEL

http://poptimist.tumblr.com/post/196108799/infographic-


CAUSE / EFFECT
shows how one thing affects another

http://www.loveinfographics.com/categories/education-infographics/alcohol-effects-on-the-body-alcohol
-consequences-infographic

http://www.loveinfographics.com/categories/education-infographics/alcohol-effects-on-the-body-alcohol


BEAUTIFUL DESIGN and photography

http://www.brafton.com/business-model/infographic-marketing/

http://www.brafton.com/business-model/infographic-marketing/


On your own…
Text organizers are maps of thinking

1. Compare-Contrast lays out similarities and differences, strengths 
and weaknesses  

2. Cause-Effect outlines a causal relationship between an specific 
event, idea, or concept and what follows from it 

3. Describe, Define provides a detailed description, definition, parts, 
types, characteristics

4. Problem-Solution looks at problem or issue, explains the 
solution, then  discusses the consequences

5. Sequence uses a chronology, timeline, steps, order of 
importance, A-Z 

http://noodle.to/structures

http://noodle.to/structures


Some stories are 
best expressed 
through data

No Other Shampoo Leaves Hair so Lustrous... and yet so Easy to Manage! 1943. J. Walter Thompson Company Archives. Duke U, Durham. 
BH0315. Digital Collections. Web. 8 Dec. 2015. <http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/adaccess_BH0315/>.  Used with permission.

Some stories 
persuade or 
present an 
“argument”

Gastner, Michael. "2008 United States Presidential Election 
Results by County, on a Color Spectrum from Democratic Blue to 
Republican Red." Map. Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, 12 Nov. 
2004. Web. 8 Dec. 2015. 
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_states_and_blue_states#/medi
a/File:Gastner_map_purple_byarea_bycounty.png>. [CC BY 2.0]



Use a matrix like this to organize thoughts/ideas before storyframing]

1.

2.



All types of evidence include data!

Experimental research

Informal research

Authorities

Statistics

Textual

Visual

Tudor, Daniel, and James Pearson. North Korea Confidential: Private Markets, Fashion 
Trends, Prison Camps, Dissenters and Defectors. Tokyo: Tuttle Publishing, 2015.





“The data shown in any infographic is, first 
and foremost, an exercise in editing out 
extraneous data – there are an infinite 
number of facts in the world about 
anything.  What data is measured or 
recorded is a subjective choice, as is the 
editing of the recorded outcomes” (26).”

Anderson, Kelli. "Inventing Ways to Illustrate Strong Business Growth." In Infographic Designers' 
Sketchbooks, by Steven Heller and Rick Landers, 26-31. New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 2014.

“Edit out” to show patterns



Storyboard = a sequence of action/ideas
+ 

Wireframe = a framework that holds the big idea

“Storyframe”





Student work / Health class





Sticky 
notes

image

image Fact 2
Fact

Fact 

Fact 1

I think my title will be…

Colombian Exchange

Fact

This is where connections are actually made



Sticky 
notes

image Fact 3

Fact

Fact 

Fact 1Fact

After playing...

…things are going to change. 

Big idea fact- my argument 
metaphor



Visual metaphors

“We have an inbuilt ability to manipulate visual 
metaphors in ways we cannot do with the 
things and concepts they stand for — to use 
them as malleable, conceptual Tetris blocks or 
modeling clay that we can more easily 
squeeze, stack, and reorder. And then —
whammo! — a pattern emerges, and we’ve 
arrived someplace we would never have 
gotten by any other means.”  - David Byrne

Popova, Maria. "How to Be an Educated Consumer of Infographics: David Byrne on the Art-Science of 
Visual Storytelling." Brain Pickings (blog). Entry posted October 8, 2013. 
https://www.brainpickings.org/2013/10/08/best-american-infographics-david-byrne/.



What (again)  is an argument? 

Claim (thesis) backed up with evidence and reasoning
about why the evidence supports the claim.

Every argument has counters: alternatives to

the claim…. 

The key is the evidence. Unlock it with story. 



Syphilis?
Data  

African 
slaves

Chart 
about new 

farming 
technique

s

Corn

Stats of 
native 

death 90%

Pigs & 
horses!!

Culture 
changes

Columbian Exchange: 

…all things being equal? 

more
compel

ling

images



Teach subject content first 
lets students dig & dive into the  big ideas

Assess content knowledge [test, essay] 
allows students to show content mastery

Assign infographic as synthesis
gives students opportunities to make 
connections with topic in a personal way 



Locate info

•Dig & dive
•take notes

Create Story

•Design
•purpose
•audience

Construct

•Storyframe
•play
•build



New additions 
to evaluation & sourcing

•Claim

•Links

•Audience

•Source

•Purpose

•Evidence

•Design



“This visualization 
explains Nobel Prizes 
and graduate 
qualifications from 
1903-1912 by 
analyzing the age of 
recipients at the time 
prizes were awarded, 
average age evolution 
through time and 
among categories, 
graduation grades, 
main university 
affiliations and the 
principal hometowns 
of the graduates.”

Purpose statement

Lupi, Giorgia. “Nobels, No Degrees." 2012. In Infographic Designers' Sketchbooks, 
by Steven Heller and Rick Landers, 14. New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 
2014



“Each dot represents a 
Nobel laureate, each 
recipient is positioned 
according to the year 
the prize was awarded 
(x axis) and age of the 
person at the time of 
the award.”

Assessment

Lupi, Giorgia. “Nobels, No Degrees." 2012. In Infographic Designers' Sketchbooks, 
by Steven Heller and Rick Landers, 14. New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 
2014



Infographic: Teach Assess
An infographic story Creates a meaningful and beautiful infographic story for an audience
Storyframe design Develops a color scheme, fonts and visuals which use space 

effectively to communicate and amplify the story
Use of space Organizes in a clear, logical and intriguing order.
Theme / argument Choses a compelling, thoughtful and original argument 
Metaphor / synthesis Synthesizes the text, images, and data and uses metaphor or 

symbolism to unify them artistically.

Plan 
Peer receiver

Uses the checklist to guide her/his infographic creation. 
Uses peer comments to revise.

Peer reviewer Understands peer’s story and asks new questions.
Artist’s purpose statement and 
explanation of visual

Describes the purpose of graphic elements in supporting the theme / 
argument which is succinctly summarized.

Theme / argument Choses a compelling, thoughtful and original argument 
Rebuttal Considers alternative ideas or viewpoints honestly and accounts for 

biases in one’s own argument and sources.
Visualized data as evidence Curates strong data evidence for the argument and displays it 

effectively through appropriately chosen visuals / charts 

Documentation Attributes all information and images from sources.
Publishing conventions Edits final infographic for correct spelling, grammar and punctuation.
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Thoughts on teaching infographics

• Begin the discussion – evaluate “in the wild” 

• Curate specifics, not Google generalities

• Slow down teaching, less is more

• Deconstruct both good and poor models

• Play, play, play for Storyframe creation

An infographic is an argument that synthesizes 
design and text into a story with a theme.



Recap:
• Data always represents a 

choice

• Different experts value 
different data

• The same data can support 
different arguments 

• A simple number is never 
really simple

• Benchmarks are a sniff-test 
for credibility

Questions?
Sue Smith
Susan.Smith@harker.org 

Debbie Abilock
debbie@abilock.com

Connie Williams
chwms@mac.com



Our sources :

Thank you!  

http://noodle.to/databib2016
(Our sources)
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